
This year Sundale  
celebrates its 60th birthday.  
To commemorate six 
decades of caring for the 
community, we will be 
sharing the stories of  
12 remarkable individuals 
and revealing their amazing 
contribution to Sundale.

When tenders were called for the first stage 
of Sundale (Nicklin Lodge) to build three 
cottages, 20 hostel units with dining and 
kitchen facilities and a supervisor’s flat, 
Keith and his business partner, Bill Blandford 
submitted the successful quote of £65,181.
“With the help of local cane farmers, we dug 
all the trenches for the foundations by hand,” 
Keith said.
“There were five of us on site for the duration 
of the build, Bill and myself, two builders 
labourers and an apprentice.
“Sundale was my first job using an electric 
drill and an electric saw, prior to that 
everything was done hand.
“There were minimal safety regulations and 
no scaffolding when we built Nicklin Lodge, 
but it did go up very quick.”
Keith was born in Nambour and raised in 
Maleny and knew he wanted to be a builder 
from an early age.
“When I was in Year 2 at Maleny State School, 
I watched the Presbyterian Church being built 
across the road,” Keith said.
“I decided then and there I was going to be a 
builder.”
Keith had nine years building experience and 
had only just partnered with his brother-in-
law, Bill Blandford when he submitted the 
quote to build the first stage of Sundale.

“I distinctly remember building the back deck 
at Nicklin Lodge. We also did all the carpentry. 
It was a beautiful building,” Keith said.  
“The build was the talk of the town and I 
remember the local paper taking that famous 
first photo (Image 0) because it was the 
same day by brother, Gordon married his 
wife. 
“I’m very proud looking back and the building 
went up without a hitch, however, 60 years 
on, I am the only one that is left in that photo. 
Most of my friends are gone, that’s the 
trouble with living too long.”
Keith’s association with Sundale didn’t stop 
at Nicklin Lodge, he and son Douglas also 
built 30 units at Rotary Garden Village in 1986 
and a Day Therapy Centre on the same site in 
1987.
“Sundale has played a very important role in 
every aspect of my life,” Keith said.
“Initially, it was professionally but it became 
more personal over the years. My grandfather 
lived at Nicklin Lodge, my parents and in-law 
both lived at McGowan Lodge, my sister lived 
at Rod Voller Care Centre and now I live at 
Palmwoods Garden Village.
“Hundreds of families have been able to say 
they’ve called Sundale home – that’s pretty 
pleasing.”

Keith McKinnon built Sundale – literally.


